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Pot Luck / Planning Meeting (March 24, 2019)  
By Michael Sabourin  

 The Vermont Entomological Society (VES) annual winter 
potluck took place on March 24 at the residence of our gracious hosts, 
Doug and Mary Burnham, Summer Street, Montpelier.  We had 20 people 
in attendance.  
 Laura Caicedo-Quiroga gave a presentation on the current state 
of the UVM insect collection currently residing at the Blundell House and 
updated us on the progress being made with the collection returning to 
Torrey Hall. It was exciting to hear that a compactor system for insect 
cabinets will be part of the remodeling design. Laura reminded us that 
folks are welcome to visit and volunteer with the collection at the 
Blundell House. There is good working space, especially when classes are 
not in session. Contact Laura for any additional information or to visit the 
UVM insect collection: lcaicedo@uvm.edu. 
 Bryan Pfeiffer updated us on the VES website. He is seriously 
looking for someone to take over maintaining the site. If anyone is 
interested, please contact him: bryan@bryanpfeiffer.com.  We also 
discussed having a means for membership to pay their dues 
electronically and decided it was not doable at this time.  
 Trish Hanson gave an update on the new lab space for the State 
Depts. of Agriculture and Forestry in Randolph. While an esthetically a 
very pleasing building, as with any new building, there have been some 
glitches. There is currently no phone system, no potable water, no 
alcohol may be poured down the sink, and there are no keys to the 
building. Employees need a badge to enter the building and currently you 
can only enter on weekdays. Contact Trish or Judy Rosovsky if you plan 
to visit. 
 Judy Rosovsky informed us that in addition to Emerald Ash 
Borer (Agrilus planipennis), there are more invasive pests expected to 
arrive in Vermont. We will need to be on the lookout for the European 
Fire Ant (Myrmica rubra), the European Cherry Fruit Fly (Rhagoletis 
cerasi ), the Spotted Lantern Fly (Lycorma delicatula) and the Boxwood 
Tree Moth (Cydalima perspectalis). 
JoAnne Russo spoke about the new VES Facebook page. This will be a 
 good site to post sightings, activiteis, etc.  
 Mark Ferguson mentioned an upcoming bee survey that will be 
conducted by Vermont Center for Ecostudies (VCES). For more 
information see: http://val.vtecostudies.org/projects/vtbees/ . 
VES members voted to recognize James Hedbor, and Scott and Rachal 

Griggs as emeritus members. The members also elected to have the 
current VES officers continue in their positions. 
There are a number of VES activities scheduled through Spring and 
Summer; hope to see you there. 
 Appledore Island Field Day, a joint venture with the Maine 

Entomological Society and the Cambriodge Entomological Club on 

Isles of Shoals at the Shoals Marine Laboratory, will take place on 

July 20th.  This is a special opportunity I hope VES membership 

takes advantage of. You will have to pre-register for the trip; VES 

currently has seven reserved slots. You can register by contacting 

Michael Sabourin (mothvet@yahoo.com or (802) 426 2133) by 

June 14th.  Participants will be asked to contribute $20 each 

towards the cost of running the marine taxi to the island and back 

to shore. 

 I recommend arriving in in the Newcastle, NH area the night 
before the event.  Participants should arrive 30 minutes prior to 
departure. Parking at the UNH pier is limited so people are strongly 
encouraged to carpool. On Saturday July 20, a special boat, R/V John B. 
Hesier, at 9:45am, will depart from the UNH pier for the 45-minute trip 
to the island and depart the island to return to shore at 4:00 p.m.  
Once the full list of participants is known you will receive specific 
instructions on how to get to Newcastle, where to park and other 
information associated with your trip. A few waivers will need to be 
signed and returned before people can arrive on the island. 
Appledore is a remote, rocky island so everyone should come prepared 
to be on their feet and have adequate foot wear. While July is generally a 
wonderful time to be on the island, summer storms can pop up so being 
prepared with a couple of different layers of clothing is always a good 
thing. Everyone should bring lunch, collecting gear, repellant, suitable 
clothing, etc.  Some space will be provided for people to store extra items.  
Coffee, tea, water and juice will be available. 
 Overnight accommodation requests cannot be taken until late 
June, when the island staff will know how many students will be at the 
station for established summer courses.  It is possible, but not 
guaranteed, that several such requests may be accommodated.  If so, 
there will be a $96 per person charge to cover lodging, dinner on 
Saturday night, and brunch on Sunday morning.  Such requests will be 
considered on a case-by-case basis. 

June 1: Adamant Blackfly Festival; Contact: Michael Sabourin mothvet@yahoo.com or 802.426 2133. 

June 8: Muddy Brook Preserve in So. Burlington/Williston: Contact: Don Miller: entdon@gmail.com. 

June 22: Lilly Pond, Vernon and nearby sites.  Contact: Michael Sabourin mothvet@yahoo.com or 802.426. 2133. 

June 29: Caterpillar Fest at North Branch Nature Center, Montpelier, VT. Sam Jaffee’s great display and talk. 

June 30, (noon-midnight):  BugFest at NorthBranch Nature Center 713 Elm St., Montpelier, VT Contact: Sean Beckett, 802.229.6206 

July 14 (11 a.m.): Birds of VT Museum, 900 Sherman Hollow Road, Huntington, VT. www.birdsofvermont.org. 802.434.2167.   

July 20: Appledore Island with Maine Entomological Society and Cambridge Ento. Club; Contact: Michael Sabourin 

mothvet@yahoo.com or 802.426.2133. 

July 25, National Moth Night with Jericho Conservation Commission; contact: Sabina Ernst, beanvet@gmail.com or Michael Sabourin 

July 27: Black River Bioblitz: Contact: Kelly Stettner blackrivercleanup@gmail.com   

Aug. 10: Camp Johnson: to be confirmed 

Sept. 14 (11 a.m.): Buckner Preserve, West Haven, VT meeting at Tim’s Trailhead. Contact Michael Sabourin 802.426.2133 or 

mothvet@yahoo.com; or Laurie DiCesare NatureHaven@MyFairPoint.net or 802.893.1845. 

Member News 
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 My husband, Warren and I live on an 11-acre 
section of old farm property near Cambridge, Vermont 
that we purchased in 1979. The farm was part hayfield 
and part northern hardwood forest with a mix of maple, 
birch, beech, hemlock and pine.  We are about a mile from 
the Lamoille River and about ten miles from Smuggler’s 
Notch Ski Resort.  Over the years, I have added many 
flowering perennials and tried different annual flowers to 
see what grows well.   Casual observation has given us 
some good information on what plants seem to be our best 
insect attractors.   
 Our first emerging flowers are Snowdrops 
(Galanthus spp.) which every year have attracted foraging 
bees while snow patches still on the 
ground.  We have noted honeybees 
in numbers at these rugged little 
bulb flowers.   They are not native 
but as many of the honeybee visitors 
are not native, the combination 
seems to work out well for both.    
 Our second bloom is the Red-
Flowered Lungwort (Pulmonaria 
rubra) which is a hardy, low-
growing plant with tubular, salmon-
red flowers that are attractive to a 
number of insects.  The lungworts 
are native to Europe and Asia and 
include many varieties.  Soon after 
the Red Lungwort blooms, the Blue 
Lungworts burst out in carpets.  Many have white spots on 
the lung-shaped leaves and most start out with pink 
blossoms that later turn to blue.  All are in the Borage 
Family and are particularly attractive to early spring 
insects.  I grow mine under a deciduous Hydrangea bush 
(Hydrangea paniculata) so they get early spring sunshine 
but some shade during the hot summer months.  All are 
resilient, easily divided and hardy.   
 By the time the lungworts are in full bloom, other 
flowers are beginning to make a show including Bleeding 
Hearts (Dicentra spectabilis), Spiderwort (Tradescantia 
spp.), the Yellow Primrose (Primula vulgaris), daffodils, 
dandelions and forget-me-nots.   Spring Beauty (Claytonia 
virginica), Trout Lily (Erythronium americanum), and 
Trilliums (Trillium erectum and undulatum) appear in the 
woods, along with a patch of Cut-leaf Toothwort 
(Cardamine sp.) where the single-brooded West Virginia 
White butterflies (Pieris virginiensis) can usually be 
spotted in late April.   This plant also attracts the Grey- 
veined White (Pieris napae).    
 As the lungworts start to diminish, Creeping Phlox 

(Phlox stolonifera) takes over with a carpet of light-blue 
and pink flowers.  This phlox is vigorous, low and 
spreading; differing from the commonly-sold Creeping 
Phlox (P. subulata) which is more of an evergreen that 
grows in spiky clumps.  Both will bloom and attract insects 
but the stoloniferous phlox is deciduous and doesn’t suffer 
from early spring frost damage when snow cover is 
lacking.   
 We have large, self-sowing patches of Sweet 
Rocket (Hesperis matronalis) commonly called wild phlox, 
which is not a true phlox at all but a member of the 
Mustard Family (Brassicaceae) known to be attractive to 
insects of all kinds, including the Hummingbird Moths 

(Hemaris thysbe and H. diffinis).   It 
has also attracted the Nessus Sphinx 
Moth (Amphion floridensis), a 
distant relative of Hemaris, and the 
Gallium Sphinx (Hyles galli).  Last 
year we also had the Giant 
Swallowtail (Papilio cresphontes) 
nectaring on its blossoms.  About 
this same time, a large crabapple in 
the backyard hosts a myriad of bees 
and flies while lilacs will attract 
whatever is flying especially the 
Common Tiger Swallowtail (Papilio 
canadensis). Common violets and 
ground ivy cover the lawn and I have 
to stop mowing numerous times to 

wait for bees to escape my path.  As the mower is set fairly 
high, it leaves most of the ivy blooms and there will be 
thousands more violet blooms visible within a day.   We 
leave many patches and clumps of wild vegetation 
including many native asters and goldenrod.    
 When we are heading into summer, the clumping 
miniature iris start blooming. I grow hundreds of hybrid 
fancy colored daylilies, so I am out in the gardens nearly 
every day checking for the first blooms which start around 
the 4th of July.  Daylilies are not very attractive for 
nectaring, but I have discovered some tiny frogs and 
grasshoppers inside the blooms.  Mixed with the daylilies, 
I have other good insect-attracting flowers including 
Echinacea, bee balm, mints, oregano, creeping thyme, 
bachelor buttons (invasive for me), sundrops, Rudbeckia, 
gooseneck loosestrife, and lamb’s ear as well as large 
patches of the black raspberry (Rubus occidentalis) which 
have become much more vigorous with the warmer 
winters.  The wild raspberries and blackberries are at the 
wood-meadow edge.  The female Wool Carder Bee collects 
the hairs from the velvety Lamb’s Ear and the males guard 

Pollinator Garden Observations 
By Debra Kiel   

Spring Beauty (Claytonia virginica) with a solitary 
wasp.  Photo: Deb Kiel.  
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the area.  With the onset of summer, the hydrangea in the 
front garden starts to develop flower heads which become 
centers of attraction for all manner of insects. Warren, 
took his prize Snout Butterfly (Libythaea bachmani) off a 
hydrangea bloom on Aug 4, 2010.  He also found a hybrid 
between the White Admiral and Red Spotted Purple 
(Basilarchia arthemis form Proserpina) from it on Sept. 4, 
2018.  
 Our round front garden is planted with daylilies, 
coneflower, perennial geraniums (not to be confused with 
the big red Pelargoniums we call “geraniums”), a strip of 
Gooseneck Loosestrife  (Lysimachia clethroides) along the 
walkway and whatever annuals I decide to stuff in there 
for color. My own prize came late in the day on August 3, 
2006 as I was returning home and walking up to the front 
door.  I startled a brown, medium-sized butterfly which 
then began a series of flights back and forth to me and then 
up to the high limbs of a maple in the yard.  This was 
unusual behavior for any butterfly I was familiar with and 
it was getting late so I quickly grabbed a camera from 
inside but the butterfly disappeared.  A short wait was 
rewarded with the butterfly reappearing around the 
corner of the roof and swooping down to the loosestrife 
again.  After a few thwarted attempts, at 5:21 p.m., I was 
able to take one quick photo that was good enough for 
Warren to positively identify the creature as the 
Hackberry Emperor (Asterocampa celtis.)  I have not 
encountered this butterfly again to date.   
 The Gooseneck Loosestrife also deserves special 
mention in that it has proven to be a magnet, especially in 
the last couple of years,  for large wasps, particularly the 
Golden Digger (Sphex ichneumoneus) and the Giant Black 
Wasp (S. pennsylvanicus), neither of which seem to be 
attracted to other flowering plants as much as the 
loosestrife.  They seem to work the tiny blooms oblivious 
to each other as species but the Giant Black Wasps tangle 
with each other constantly, kicking and throwing each 
other as they work to get the nectar.  This activity doesn’t 
seem to have any lethal results and even appears as kind of 
a good-natured sparring.   They are skittish of humans 
passing and will fly up and startle you but do not offer to 
attack and quickly return to 
feeding.   
 Luckily I planted annual 
Verbena (Verbena bonariensis) 
throughout the area a few summers 
ago and was rewarded with more 
Monarch (Danaus plexippus) 
butterflies during the late summer 
and fall than we had ever seen here 
before. This annual Verbena is 
native to South America and is 
perennial in the Southern U.S.   It 
grows nearly 4 feet high with 
branching, flat-topped clusters of 

tiny purple florets.  
Once a butterfly 
lands on the 
Verbena, they stay a 
long time working 
each individual 
floret.  That year, the 
plants got nipped by 
an early frost which 
froze the open 
florets but many 
buds were unhurt 
and, once thawed, 
the plants 
rebounded to 
become a nectar 
supply for at least 
another two weeks 
into the fall.  In early 
summer as I was 
weeding, I saw that it had reseeded itself.  I let these baby 
plants grow but we did not have mature flowers until late 
summer so missed the Monarch spectacle we had enjoyed 
the previous year.  Last year I bought seed,  started plants 
early in May, and transplanted them to the garden in early 
June.   Again we had Monarchs in profusion in late 
summer, sometimes half a dozen at a time.   As you might 
suspect, this plant also attracts many other nectar feeders. 
Both the Verbena and loosestrife have myriads of tiny 
florets with new ones opening to expose new nectar sites 
each day, which probably explains part of their attraction.  
They are  also late- season bloomers which are available 
when insects need energy the most.       
 In August, the many clumps of goldenrod and 
asters are blooming and covered with insects of all kinds.  
As the nights get cooler and dew forms on the petals, I 
often find bees clinging to the underside of the blooms that 
will warm up the next morning.   
 I’ve heard and read a lot about native Mountain 
Mint (Pycnanthemum virginianum) being one of the best 
plants for attracting pollinators so I will definitely be 

adding this to the garden for 2019.   
June 17-23 2019 is National 
Pollinator Week but anyone is 
welcome to drop by anytime to see 
our gardens as a destination or if 
you happen to be in the area.   You 
can also check out Warren’s 
meticulously curated Lepidoptera 
collection of 2,437 species 
comprising over 28,000 individuals.  
We are usually here but you might 
want to give a call ahead 899-5039 
or email dkiel1@hotmail.com. 

Black Swallowtail (Papilio polyxenes) on Verbena 
Photo: Deb Kiel 

Hummingbird Moths (Hemaris thysbe?) mating 
on Spider Flower (Cleome spinosa) 

Photo: Deb Kiel. 

mailto:dkiel1@hotmail.com


New Vermont Wild Bee Survey 

By Kent McFarland, Vermont Center for Ecostudies 
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Nearly 90% of flowering plants, including 75% of 
agricultural crops, benefit from animal pollination. The 
United States alone grows more than 100 crops that 
either need or benefit from bee pollination, and the 
economic value of these native pollinators is estimated 
at $3 billion per year. 

Bees are intimately tied to flowers by their use of 
pollen as a protein source, making them the most 
important pollinator taxon in many regions. Ongoing 
threats to managed, non-native Western Honey Bees 
(Apis mellifera) have raised public awareness of the 
importance of bees to human wellbeing, and there is 
concern that some of the approximately 4,000 bee 
species in the United States may also be declining. 

Although we estimate there are about 265 species of 
wild bees in Vermont, there has never been a full 
survey of the State’s bees. Without even a checklist of 
species, it is very difficult to know whether 
populations of Vermont’s bees are healthy or declining. 
The Vermont Wild Bee Survey represents the first step 
in assessing bee populations across Vermont. 

Most studies have focused on bumble bees and there is 
evidence of bumble bee declines worldwide, including 
in China, Europe, and North and South America. 
Several studies have documented declines of North 
American bumble bee species, and a recent assessment 
by the International Union for the Conservation of 
Nature found that 26% are vulnerable or endangered, 
with an additional 20% found to be ‘data deficient’. 
Members of the bumble bee subgenera Bombus sensu 
stricto and Psithyrus are particularly threatened, with 
endangered status protection for some in the U.S. and 
Canada. 

Vermont Bumble Bee Atlas Results 

Closer to home, we completed the Vermont Bumble 
Bee Atlas, a project of VCE’s Vermont Atlas of Life (see 
http://val.vtecostudies.org/projects/bumble-bee-
atlas), from 2012 to 2014 with help from over 50 
trained citizen scientists searching the entire state, 
amassing a database exceeding 10,000 bumble bee 
records from all of Vermont’s counties and biophysical 
regions, and 81% of the state’s 255 municipalities. To 
compare current bumble bee diversity and 

distribution in Vermont to historic records, we 
assembled a database of nearly 2,000 bumble bee 
records, some from as early as 1915, from 13 public 
and private insect collections. 

Of 17 bumble bee species known from Vermont, four 
were not detected at all and four showed significant 
declines. Declining species broadly accorded with 
those reported elsewhere in eastern North America, 
and included those in subgenera 
Bombus, Fervidobombus, and Psithyrus. Three species 
were listed as Threatened or Endangered in Vermont 
and one was listed  

Silky Striped Sweat Bee (Agapostemon sericeus)  
Photo: Kent McFarland 
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Federally as a result of our work. While we cannot 
pinpoint what may have caused these sudden bumble 
bee population declines, habitat loss, pathogens and 
parasites, pesticides, and climate change have all been 
implicated by recent bee studies in North America. 

But not all bumble bees have fared 
poorly. We found that the five 
species that increased the most 
belonged to the dominant 
subgenus in North America called 
Pyrobombus, which is relatively 
stable or increasing in other areas 
of the continent as well. The 
Common Eastern Bumble Bee 
appears to be expanding its range, 
possibly in part due to transport of 
managed colonies for crop 
pollination. 

Going Beyond Bumble Bees 

Bumble bees may not be representative of the 47 other 
known bee genera in northeastern North America. 
Although we estimate there are more than 265 species 
of bees in Vermont, there has never been a 
comprehensive survey. There is evidence that some of 
Vermont’s native bee species are declining across their 
ranges, but without an inventory of the State’s bee 
fauna, it is very difficult to know how Vermont’s native 
bee species are faring. This is alarming given that 
recent research in the region is finding just how 
important native bees are to agriculture in the region. 
For example, scientists at UVM associated with this our 
new survey demonstrated that more than 90 species of 
wild bees visit highbush blueberry flowers on Vermont 
farms, contributing thousands of dollars of value to the 
state’s agricultural economy. And nearby in New York, 

Cornell scientists recently found that native bee 
diversity is key to better apple production. 

Vermont Wild Bee Survey Phase 1 – Chittenden County 

The success of the Vermont Wild Bee Survey (VTBees) 
depends on committed volunteers. With the help of 
volunteers, over the next 5 years (2019 – 2023), we’ll 
survey bees from the shorelines of Lake Champlain to 
Green Mountain Summits, boldly going where no 
melittologist has gone before! These new specimen 
records will be added to digitized historic records 
from museums throughout the region to build the first 
comprehensive survey of the bee fauna of Vermont. 

In 2019, we’ll start our effort by concentrating on 
surveying Chittenden County. We’re hoping people like 
you will join VTBees, learn how to conduct surveys, 
and adopt a survey block. After our first successful 

season, we’ll expand the survey to 
the rest of Vermont in 2020 and 
beyond. 

Interested in being part of this 
historic survey? Visit the VTBees 
web site to learn more and sign up 
for the survey at http://
val.vtecostudies.org/projects/
vtbees. 
 
VTBees is a project of the Vermont 

Atlas of Life at the Vermont Center for 
Ecostudies in partnership with the 

Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department and Stone 
Environmental with collaboration from the University of 
Vermont Field Naturalist Program and the University of 
Vermont Gund Institute for the Environment. Financial 
support has been provided by a State Wildlife Grant from 
the Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department and generous 
contributions from Vermont Center for Ecostudies 
supporters. 

 

 

 

Ligated Furrow Bee (Halictus ligatus) 
Photo: Kent McFarland 

Metallic Sweat Bees (Subgenus Dialictus a member of Genus Lasioglossum)  
Photo: Kent McFarland 

Genus Andrena (A member of Mining Bees Family 
Andrenidae) Photo: Kent McFarland 
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Invasive Tree Pests to Watch For 

By State Entomologist Judy Rosovsky 
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 As the State Entomologist, I work closely with 
Federal partners, especially Stephen Lavallee, the State 
Plant Health Director (SPHD, pronounced ‘spud’) for 
Vermont and New Hampshire. Stephen works for the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal Plant Health 
Inspection Service (APHIS) in the Plant Protection and 
Quarantine (PPQ) program, 
which is a unit dedicated to 
pest detection and 
safeguarding agriculture 
from incoming pests. APHIS 
is responsible for managing 
the Federal quarantine on 
Emerald Ash Borer (Agrilus 
planipennis or EAB.)  

 The EAB is a tree-
killing invasive Buprestid 
from Asia that was found in 
central VT in February of 
2018. Two adults were found 
in two different purple traps 
in Stamford, VT in 
Bennington County later that 
year, though no visibly-
infested trees were located. 
This suggests that the adults 
might have flown in from 
infestations along the 
Massachusetts / Vermont 
border. A third EAB 
infestation was found in Grand Isle County in the town 
of South Hero last fall. A map and more information 
about the EAB can be found at vtinvasives.org. That 
website has a ‘Report It!’ feature that lets you upload 
photos of trees that you suspect might harbor EAB or 
other invasive pests. 

 As you may know, when EAB was found in 
Vermont, the state chose to pursue a non-regulatory 
route and offered recommendations for handling wood 
products from EAB infested areas. States can impose 
more stringent rules or can default to the Federal 
quarantine, and that is what Vermont did…so ash logs 
can be moved anywhere within the greater Federal 
EAB quarantined area. We do ask that if anyone in VT 

is moving ash wood from an infested area that they 
follow our recommendations, available at 
vtinvasives.org. Otherwise they may be fined under a 
state law that precludes the movement of plant pests. 

 APHIS PPQ started a biocontrol program for 
EAB in 2007. They are planning to 
start introducing biocontrol agents for 
EAB in Vermont this year, assuming 
that suitable sites can be found. There 
are Hymenopteran parasitoid wasps 
from Asia that lay eggs in or on the 
larvae or eggs of EAB.  The parasitoids 
that have passed USDA host 
specificity tests are the egg parasitoid, 
Oobius agrili (Encyrtidae) and three 
larval parasitoids: Tetrastichus 
planipennisi (Eulophidae), Spathius 
agrili and S. galinae (Braconidae).  
 Yet another invasive species 
that threatens us is the European 
Cherry Fruit Fly (Rhagoletis cerasi) 
(Diptera, Tephritidae), a major 
European agricultural pest, which 
attacks cherry trees and honeysuckle, 
and has been found in New York state 
and Ontario, Canada along the Niagara 
River. Our local USDA APHIS PPQ 

crew is planning to put up as many as 
200 yellow sticky cards with lures in 
honeysuckle in the five counties at 

highest risk in Vermont to try and detect these flies. 
 This Dipteran lays eggs in the fruit. The eggs 
hatch into larvae that turn the interior of the fruit into 
mush, creating a bruised look on the exterior. The 
adults look like deer flies with a big, yellow dot on 
their thoraxes. There are three other native Rhagoletis 
species, two of which occur in the east (R. fausta and R. 
cingulate) that are similar in appearance to R. cerasi. 
More information on these insects and the survey can 
be found at https://www.aphis.usda.gov/
plant_health/plant_pest_info/fruit_flies/downloads/
rhagoletis-cerasi-nprg.pdf. 

 Potentially coming up from the south is the 
Spotted Lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula or SLF), a 

EAB signs - woodpecker holes and  
epicormic sprouting. 
Photo by J. Rosovsky 

https://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_info/fruit_flies/downloads/rhagoletis-cerasi-nprg.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_info/fruit_flies/downloads/rhagoletis-cerasi-nprg.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/plant_health/plant_pest_info/fruit_flies/downloads/rhagoletis-cerasi-nprg.pdf


Hemipteran or true bug, that excretes honeydew in 
large quantities. [As an adult or larva?] Plants or areas 
inundated with this material often develop sooty mold. 
Sooty mold is a fungus that can block photosynthesis 
but is not generally considered harmful. The insects 
themselves [adults?] are more of a problem, and can 
damage trees by feeding on them and by their sheer 
quantity. Alhough the name sounds fly-like, these 
insects look like a large aphid. They are not flies and, to 
the untrained eye, the adults look like moths.   

 We have not found SLF in Vermont. It may be 
too cold intolerant, although it survived a cold winter 
in Pennsylvania where the low temperatures were 
similar to those in Bennington County. It is thought 
that these insects may need Tree-of-Heaven (Ailanthus 
altissima) to complete their life cycle. As far as we 
know, Vermont does not have many Tree-of-Heavens. 
We’d like attentive, detail-oriented VES members to 

watch out for it. If you know of sites where this tree is 
located, please let me know. [Please add contact phone 
/ e-mail?] 

 Pennsylvania has borne the brunt of this pest so 
far, and it has gained footholds in New Jersey and 

Delaware. SLF egg masses are similar to those of the 
Gypsy Moth, but are gray, not beige. It is an excellent 

hitchhiker and may show up in nursery stock or other 

material shipped up from infested areas.  
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Egg Parasitoid 
Wasp (Spathius 

Adult Spotted Lanternfly ,wings folded.  
Photo from PA Dept. Of Agriculture. 

Female Spotted Lanternfly (Lycorma 

delicatula) with eggs; early instar nymph; 

later instar nymph  



Vermont Entomological Society 

c/o Debra Kiel 

147 Allen Irish Road 

Underhill,  VT 05489 

 Hairy-necked Tiger Beetle (Cincindela hirticollis) photo from Birds of VT Museum, Huntington, VT  
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